


already under way by the Harris
County Flood Control District, the
GBEP, in partnership with the
Texas Coastal Watershed Pro-
gram, saw an opportunity. Aware
that the project would require
the excavation of large portions
of earth in order for streamside
shelves to be installed, the GBEP
approached the county with the
idea of creating wetland areas
that could provide a wet bottom
detention to catch floatable litter,
fertilizers, pesticides, and other

pollutants. The goal: address a
low-income community’s long-
term wasterwater treatment

needs.

It took little persuading for the
county to agree to the add-on
and soon numerous local, state,
and federal agencies and orga-
nizations, including Texas Sea
Grant, US EPA, Harris County
Flood Control District, Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department,
the City of Houston Parks and

Recreation Department, Texas
Master Naturalists, NRG Energy
Inc., and students from local
high schools, came together to
provide project funding, exper-
tise and volunteer labor.

Having laid the path for future
collaborative work, the award-
winning project is already reap-
ing environmental benefits, in-
cluding an 99%
reduction in bacteria levels in
the water. The constructed ponds
help filter out sediments, oil, and
other pollutants after a rainfall
event from Brays Bayou neigh-
borhoods’ run-off—aiding in the
decreased bacteria levels. The
ponds also provide new habitat
for fish and wildlife. A recre-
ational trail with a kiosk and in-
terpretive signs is educating the
public about the function and
benefits of the 3.2-acre project.
And the best part of all? The
flood control district is now tak-

average

ing what it has learned and is
applying it to other Harris County
watersheds.

Visit www.gbep.state.tx.us to
learn more about this and other
GBEP efforts.

EPA’s National Estuary Program
(NEP) is a unique and successful
coastal watershed-based program
established in 1987 under the
Clean Water Act Amendments.
The NEP involves the public and
collaborates with partners to pro-
tect, restore, and maintain the wa-
ter quality and ecological integrity
of 28 estuaries of national signifi-
cance located in 18 coastal states
and Puerto Rico.

For more information about the
NEP go to www.epa.gov/owow,/
estuaries.
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