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In the late 1990s, Coventry officials decided that a vacant property in the 
middle of town needed a serious makeover. The property at 100 Sandy Bottom 
Road was a staging site for construction projects that left behind asphalt 
spoils, concrete, rock, soil, machine parts and metal, among other debris. 
Discarded material had piled up at the dumping ground for decades, releasing 
contaminants into the environment.

Local officials saw greater potential for the blighted, neglected plot. They 
envisioned a sustainable resource that could enhance the community and 
protect local wildlife—a public park and a restored wetland habitat where people 
could escape the hustle and bustle of their daily lives.

“There was never a question of what we would do with the Sandy Bottom 
property,” said Guy Lefebvre, town director of parks and recreation.* “We 
acquired it to protect an open space in the heart of town.”

Though their vision was strong, funding was tight. It took many years of hard 
work and collaboration to pull off the project, but by working with federal, state 
and local partners, the town saw its vision come true on October 12, 2013, the day 
it opened the Sandy Acres Recreation Area.

The Opportunity
In the 1980s and 1990s the town began forming a plan to connect the Merrill 
S. Whipple Conservation Area it owned with the Sandy Bottom property and 
a nearby meadow to form a large, contiguous open space along the Pawtuxet 
River. Nestled between two state highways, the Sandy Bottom property is 
located along the main road that runs through the town’s business area. “The 
idea was to create an oasis and green space in the middle of all the commercial 
properties in that area,” said Lefebvre. The town acquired the Sandy Bottom 
property in March 2000.

* Guy Lefebvre passed away on May 16, 2015. As director of the Coventry Parks and Recreation Department 
for almost 38 years, he dedicated his career to the development and maintenance of parkland. 

Early excavation revealed concrete, asphalt,  
car parts and a stump dump.
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Crews redistribute screened soil to prepare  
the site for landscaping.






