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So, what exactly is food waste?

Source: Household Food and Drink Waste in the UK (Quested and Johnson, 2009)



The Food Waste Problem

Americans 
waste 

enough food 
to fill the 
Rose Bowl 
every day. 

(Bloom 2007)
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So how much food are we throwing 
away every year?

ÁIn total, just under 34 million tons of food 
waste was disposed of in landfills/incinerators 
in 2009 όмп҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳύ

ÁLess than 3%of food waste was recovered for 
recycling  (composting) in 2009 (EPA, 2010)



Food waste is a problem because it 
impacts the economy.

ÁFinancially, wasted food costs America more 
than $100 billionannually (Bloom, 2007)

ςDisposal cost of municipal waste management

ςOver purchasing costs

ςCost of lost energy



It impacts society.

Á50 million Americans, or 14% of American 
households, were food insecure in 2009 (USDA).

ÁFood insecurity can 
increase the 
likelihood for an 
individual to have 
major health 
concerns.



It impacts the environment.

ÁFood that enters a landfill 
produces methane, a 
greenhouse gas with 21 times 
the warming potential of CO2
ÁFood production impacts 

water quality, soil 
productivity, and contributes 
ǘƻ ŀōƻǳǘ мо҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
greenhouse gas emissions.
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The FRC is a great tool to help you 
reduce your food waste.

VThe FRC is a FREE, simple tool.

V¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŦǊŜŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
regional EPA staff.

VStandardized metrics allow for easy data tracking 
& comparison (internally & externally).

VOpportunity to learn about best management 
practices.

VBe recognized for your innovative work on food 
waste reduction & recovery.



²Ƙŀǘ ²Ŝ /ŀƴ 5ƻ CƻǊ ¸ƻǳΧ

ÁEPA tools and technical assistance
ïWasteWise Tool Re-TRACfor tracking waste
ÅPersonalized annual progress report  with Climate 

Profile

ïOther EPA Tools
ÅFood Waste Management Calculator

ÅFood Waste Source Reduction Auditing Tool

ïRegular webinars on food waste related issues

ïClearinghouse for case studies, tools, templates, 
BMPs, and outreach materials

http://www.epa.gov/osw/partnerships/wastewise/retrac.htm
http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/materials/organics/food/tools/


²Ƙŀǘ ²Ŝ /ŀƴ 5ƻ CƻǊ ¸ƻǳΧ

ÁRecognition

ςWebsite 

ςAwards

ςCase Studies



²ƘŀǘΩǎ Lƴ Lǘ CƻǊ ¸ƻǳΚ

VReduce your costs 

VImprove your image

VFeed your communities 

VProtect your environment.



So how can you reduce your food 
waste and save money?

For more info:  www.epa.gov/foodrecovery



Source Reduction

ÁwŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǿŀǎǘŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ άǎƻǳǊŎŜέ ƻǊ ǿŀǎǘŜ 
prevention
- wŜŘǳŎŜ άƻǾŜǊ-ōǳȅƛƴƎέ

- Improved inventory mgmt

- Improved storage & handling

- Decrease prep waste

- Decrease plate waste

ÁGreatest potential for saving money!!!



Food  Donation
Doing Well by Doing Good

ÁIn 2009, over 14% of households in the 
U.S. were food insecure

ÁMuch of the food currently wasted is 
edible, wholesome and safe for 
donation

ÁTax Benefits & Liability Protection for 
your donations

Tool: Hungerpediahelps match agencies in need with donors of food. 

For more info:  www.epa.gov/foodrecovery

http://www.rockandwrapitup.org/resources/hungerpedia


Source Reduction Success Story

ïDonated 256 million pounds of food to hunger 
relief (2010) = 197 million meals

ïAfter tracking food waste re-evaluated purchasing 
practices reduced food waste generation by 30%. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.logostage.com/logos/Walmart.png&imgrefurl=http://www.logostage.com/logo/walmart/&usg=__ro8JGuHzsI4_iDFvWBwPgoRiJXA=&h=787&w=2846&sz=70&hl=en&start=5&zoom=1&tbnid=38GNj6G-fd-PLM:&tbnh=41&tbnw=150&ei=HaW5TqytOcWWiALk6vXGBA&prev=/search?q=wal+mart+logo&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.logostage.com/logos/Walmart.png&imgrefurl=http://www.logostage.com/logo/walmart/&usg=__ro8JGuHzsI4_iDFvWBwPgoRiJXA=&h=787&w=2846&sz=70&hl=en&start=5&zoom=1&tbnid=38GNj6G-fd-PLM:&tbnh=41&tbnw=150&ei=HaW5TqytOcWWiALk6vXGBA&prev=/search?q=wal+mart+logo&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs=1


Feeding Animals

ÁLocal farmers or zoos 
may use surplus food 
and scraps as animal 
feed



Feeding Animals Success Story

ïKey Focus is Source reduction 

ïFood fit for human consumption to food banks

ïInedible leftovers go to local farms for piggery 
programs  if available

ïFinal option is composting

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://multivu.prnewswire.com/mnr/stopandshop/34519/images/logo.gif&imgrefurl=http://multivu.prnewswire.com/mnr/stopandshop/34519/&usg=__Tb30xJPWsWYbvjRtlnV4xSA9rgc=&h=129&w=400&sz=18&hl=en&start=6&zoom=1&tbnid=h-9JBsmJeUR_JM:&tbnh=40&tbnw=124&ei=JKa5TtqMGcnbiAKX3d3aBA&prev=/search?q=stop+and+shop+logo&hl=en&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://multivu.prnewswire.com/mnr/stopandshop/34519/images/logo.gif&imgrefurl=http://multivu.prnewswire.com/mnr/stopandshop/34519/&usg=__Tb30xJPWsWYbvjRtlnV4xSA9rgc=&h=129&w=400&sz=18&hl=en&start=6&zoom=1&tbnid=h-9JBsmJeUR_JM:&tbnh=40&tbnw=124&ei=JKa5TtqMGcnbiAKX3d3aBA&prev=/search?q=stop+and+shop+logo&hl=en&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs=1


Composting ςFeed the Soil

ÁOn-site or off-site composting

ÁTip fees to composters generally less than 
landfills

ÁCreates valuable soil amendment


